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This Moment in 
Emerging Human 

Consciousness

This Moment in 
History – Culture 

and Church

This Moment for 
Consecrated Life 

globally

This 
moment for 
Consecrated 

Life in the 
United 
States

“Context 

is everything”
Beatrice Bruteau
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The Evolution of 
Self-Understanding

Emerging Integral Consciousness

• From observers to participants

• From apart from to a part of

• From separate to whole
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CHANGE OF ERA:  PROFOUND AND RADICAL DISRUPTIONS

Decline of Institutions 
(Civil, Democratic, Religious…) 

Global Health Crises

Economic Collapse 

Climate Collapse

Global Racial Justice Movement
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CHOOSE WHAT MATTERS, WHAT IS NECESSARY

© Plante Moran REIA 2021

HOW WILL WE 
RESPOND?

ENTRENCHMENT

TRY TO RECREATE WHAT WAS

TRANSFORMATION

RESPOND TO THE NEW CALL
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Urgent Tasks 
for Prophetic 
Communities

Reality
Grief
Hope
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Reality

Tell the truth 
in a society 
that lives in 

illusion
3
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Grief

Grieve in a 
society that 

practices denial
4
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Hope

Express 
hope in a 

society that 
lives in 
despair
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Presence of Catholic Sisters in the U.S.
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Presence of Catholic Sisters in the U.S.
Catalyzing Change, Humanizing Culture
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2017
3.8 billion

1965 
.5 billion
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“…..religious were committed to the 

very theological insights and ecclesial 

renewal that was, in fact, 

deconstructing their own special 

identity in the Church.”  
Sandra Schneiders, IHM

Address to the Conference of Religious of Ireland, 2014
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Post-Vatican II 
Renewal of 
Consecrated Life
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Renewal

Birth 
Event

Growth 
Stage 

Maturity 
Stage

Decline  
Stage
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Associates

Colleagues, 
Collaborators

Mission
Partners

Benefactors
Sponsored
Ministries

Board 
Members

Volunteers

Other

Adapted from “Weaving a New Spirituality of Life and Hope for All:  The Laity Strand” 
by Katrina Brill, SJSH delivered at the 2007 UISG Plenary Session 

Religious 
Institute’s

Vowed 
Members 

Associates
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Mission
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Benefactors
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Board 
Members

Volunteers

Other

Vowed  
Members

Religious 
Institute’s
Mission 

and 
Charism
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Photo credits

• Earthrise: https://www.courthousenews.com/un-rights-chief-blasts-us-
brazil-on-climate/ Found 11.4.2021 
• Creation Drawing:  https://catholicrurallife.org/the-nature-of-the-
saints/ Found 3.12.2023
• Carina Nebula: https://www.space.com/14557-carina-nebula-infrared-
panorama.html Accessed 3.12.2023  10:32 am EST
• Everything is connected:  https://www.newyorker.com/culture/photo-
booth/picture-desk-gillian-wearing Found 3.12.2023
• Comforting Lies:  
https://www.pechakucha.com/presentations/cognitive-disonance
Accessed 6.15.2021 4:30 pm EST 
• I sat with my anger:  https://themindsjournal.com/i-sat-with-my-anger-
long-enough/ Accessed 6.15.2021 4:31 pm
• Julian of Norwich (Oil Painting by Richard Schmid) 
https://painterskeys.com/artists-websites/#prettyPhoto/0/ Found 
3.12.2023
• Different gifts, same spirit:  https://www.resurrectionparish.us/lms.htm
Accessed 3.12.2023  11:21 am EST
• Nautilus shell:  https://ocean.si.edu/ocean-
life/invertebrates/chambered-shells Found 3.12.2023  1:04 pm EST
• Spiral Galaxy:  https://www.livescience.com/how-long-galactic-
year.html Found 3.12.2023  1:05 pm EST
• Spiral Aloe:  https://www.gardenamerica.com/spiral-aloe-did-you-
know/ Found 3.12.2023  1:09 pm EST
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